For Immediate Release
May 9, 2010

TTC Begins Service to Toronto Landmark

Toronto Transit Commission Chair Adam Giambrone, and Etobicoke North Councillor Suzan Hall
joined in the presence of the community, devotees and senior saints at the renowned BAPS Shri
Swaminarayan Mandir on Sunday May 9, 2010 to inaugurate TTC bus service to this important
Toronto landmark.

“The community has been asking to have the bus much closer to here for families to enjoy the
services offered by the Mandir”, said Mr. Giambrone. “It is my pleasure to inaugurate this 96B
bus service today.”

TTC Bus Route 96B will service the Mandir and Heritage Museum approximately every half-hour
daily, 7 days a week. To see route information and exact timings, please visit www.ttc.ca.

“l am very pleased that the bus will bring people directly to our beautiful Mandir”, said
Councillor Hall. “Once the Etobicoke Finch Light Rail Transit is constructed along Finch Ave, not
far from here, even faster access will be possible.”

A TTC Special Events Bus was present for the occasion and was a part of traditional
inauguration ceremony led by Senior Saints Gnanpriya Swami, Brahmvihari Swami and invited
guests.

“We are very pleased with the start of the direct bus service that will make the BAPS Shri
Swaminarayan Mandir and Heritage Museum more accessible to the community,” said BAPS
President Chandrakant Sachdev. “We hope it will also encourage more people to leave their
cars at home.”

Inspired by Pramukh Swami Maharaj, the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir is Canada’s first
traditional Hindu place of worship, completely hand-carved from 6,000 tons of marble and
stone. Since inauguration in 2007, the Mandir has seen an increase of regular visitors, tourists
and school groups. Many of the community members present commented that they will likely
visit the Mandir more often now that there is regular TTC service to the doorstep. Prior to the
new service, the nearest TTC stop was about a 15 minute walk from the Mandir.

About BAPS

BAPS, a worldwide civic and spiritual organization in Consultative Status with the Economic and
Social Council of the United Nations, is dedicated to community service, peace and harmony.
Motivated by Hindu principles, BAPS strives to care for the world by caring for societies,
families and individuals. Through a number of civic and spiritual activities, BAPS endeavors to
produce better citizens of tomorrow who have a high esteem for their roots - their rich
heritage. Its 3,300 international centers support these activities of character-building. Under
the guidance and leadership of His Divine Holiness Pramukh Swami Maharaj, BAPS aspires to
build a community that is morally, ethically and spiritually pure, and free of addictions.



About Pramukh Swami Maharaj

His Divine Holiness Pramukh Swami Maharaj, the fifth spiritual successor of Bhagwan
Swaminarayan, has inspired millions of people across the world to lead a God-centered, morally
pure life. As the present leader of BAPS, Pramukh Swami Maharaj travels from village to village,
continent to continent, emphasizing the importance of family harmony, community service and
spiritual progress. He embodies the essence of Hindu life. His compassion for humanity,
universal wisdom and striking simplicity has touched many world religious and national leaders.
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TTC Chair Adam Giambrone with Sadhus, me

mbers of the Board of BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir and
guests at the inauguration of the bus route.
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Councillor Susan Hall and TTC Chair Adam Giambrone during the inauguration of the Bus Route










